
12 Calendar. 

THE MONTHS. 
Our a rb i t r a ry division of t h e yea r in to twelve m o n t h s 

h a s mani fes t ly ;taken i t s or igin in t h e n a t u r a l division 
determined b y t h e moon 's revolut ions . 

T h e m o n t h of n a t u r e , o r l u n a r revolu t ion , i s s t r i c t l y 
29 days , 12 hou r s , 44 m i n u t e s , 3 seconds : a n d t he r e a re of 
course twelve such periods, a n d r a t h e r less t h a n eleven 
days over , i n a year . F r o m a n ear ly per icd, t he r e were 
efforts iimonff some of t h e civilised na t ions t o a r range t h e 
year i n a division accordant w i t h t h e revolu t ions of t h e 
moon ; b u t t h e y were a l l s t rangely i r r egu l a r u n t i l J u l i u s 
Cffisar reformed t h e Calendar, b y establ ishing t h e sys tem 
of t h r ee y e a r s of 365 followed b y one (bissextile) of 386 
days , a n d decreed t h a t t h e l a t t e r should be divided as 
fo l lows:— 

J a n u a r i u s 31 days , Feb rua r iu s 30, Mar t ius 31, Apr i l i s 
30, Maius 31, J u n i u s 3% Quintilifl (al tered t o J u l i u s ) 31, 
Sextilis 30, September 31 , October 30, November 31 , De
cember 30,—Total 385 days . 

T h e general idea of Csesar w a s t h a t t h e m o n t h s should 
consist of 31 a n d 30 days a l t e r n a t e l y ; a n d t h i s was effected 
i n t h e bissextile o r leap-year consisting, as i t did, of twelve 
t imes t h i r t y w i t h s ix over . I n ord inary years , consist ing 
of one day less , h ia a r r angemen t gave 29 days t o Februa-
r i u s . Af terwards h i s successor Augus tus h a d t h e e igh th 
of t h e series (Sextilis) called a f te r himself, a n d f r o m va
n i t y broke u p t h e r e g u l a r i t y of C e s a r ' s a r r a n g e m e n t b y 
t a k i n g ano the r d a y f rom F e b r u a r y to a d d t o h i s own 
m o n t h , t h a t i t m i g h t n o t be shor te r t h a n J u l y ; a change 
w h i c h led t o a shif t of October a n d December fo r Septem
ber a n d November as m o n t h s of 31 days . I n t h i s a r r a n 
gemen t , t h e yea r h a s since stood i n a l l Chris t ian Countr ies . 

The Roman n a m e s of t h e m o n t h s , as set t led b y A u g u s 

t u s , have also been used in a l l Christ ian Countries except
ing Holland, where t h e fol lowing set of names prevails:—• ' 
J a n u a r y Lauwmaand Chil ly m o n t h . 
Februa ry Sprokelmaand "Vegetation m o n t h . 
M a r c h — Lenrmaand Spring m o n t h . 
Apr i l Grasmaand Grass m o n t h . 
May Blowmaand Flower m o n t h . 
J u n e Zomermaand Summer m o n t h . 
J u l y Hooymaand H a y m o n t h . 
Augus t Oostmaand Harves t m o n t h . 
September Her s tmaand A u t u m n m o n t h . 
October Wynmaand W i n e m o n t h . 
November Slaghtraaand Slaughter m o n t h . 
December. Win tamaand Win te r m o n t h . 

These characterist ic n a m e s of t h e m o n t h s a re t h e 
r ema ins of t h e m o n t h s of t h e ancient Gaul ish t i t les , w h i c h 
were also used b y our Anglo-Saxon ancestors . 

" T h i r t y days h a t h September, 
Apr i l , J u n e , a n d N o v e m b e r ; 
A l l t h e res t have t h i r t y one, 
B u t Februa ry t w e n t y e ight a lone. 
Except in leap-year , once In four 
W h e n Feb rua ry has one day m o r e . " 

Si r Wa l t e r Scott , i n conversat ion w i t h a fr iend, adver ted 
jocular ly t o ' t h a t anc ient a n d respectable, b u r u n k n o w n 
poet w ho h a d g iven u s t h e inva luab le fo rmu la , T h i r t y 
days h a t h September, <fec.' I t is t r u l y a comT)osition of 
considerable age, fo r i t appears in a p lay en t i t l ed : The 
Return from Parnassus, publ i shed i n 1606, as we l l as i n 
Winter ' s Cambridge Almanac fo r 1635. 

THE CALENDAR. 
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Pr inc ipa l articles of t h e Calendar for t h e yea r of our Lord , 1868. 
CHRONOLOGICAL CYCLES. 

7, I Dominical Let te rs E . D . 
6 . I Roman Ind ic t ion I I 
1. I J u l i a n Period 6581. 

EPOCHS. 
T h e yea r 5629 of t h e J e w i s h E r a commences on September i7th , 1868. R a m a d a n ( m o n t h of abst inence observed 

b y t h e Turks ) commences o n December 16th, 1888. T h e year 1285 of t h e Mahommedan E r a commences on Apr i l 
24th, 1868. 

CHRONOLOGY. 
F r o m t h e Creation of t h e World, 5872. F r o m t h e first Olympiad, 2644. F r o m t h e Foundat ion of R o m e , 26^1. 

F r o m t h e discovery of America, 376. F r o m t h e Independence of t h e Un i t ed States , 93. F r o m t h e Cessior of Canada 
t o Grea t Bri ta in , 105. ' 

FIXED AND MOVEABLE FESTIVALS, ANNIVERSARIES, & C , &C. 
N e w T e a r ' s D a y * . . . . J a n u a r y 
E p i p h a n y * " 
Septuagesima Sunday Februa ry 
Quinquagesima " 
Ash Wednesday " 
St . David March 

'Quadrages ima, 1st Sunday i n L e n t " 
S t . Pa t r i ck " 
Annunc ia t ion* " 
P a l m Sunday Apr i l 
Good F r i d a y * -
EASTER SUNDAY " 

' L o w Sunday " 
St . George '* 
St . J o h n t h e Evangel is t May 
Rogat ion Sunday * 
Ascension D a y * " 
B i r t h of Queen Victoria " 
Pentecost—"Whit Sunday *' 
T r i n i t y Sunday J u n e 
Corpus Christ i*. " 

Waterloo (1815) J u n e 18 
Accession of Queen Victor ia " 20 
Proclamat ion " 21 
St. J o h n Bapt is t , " 24 
St . P e t e r & 'St. P a u l * " 29 
D O M I N I O N O F C A N A D A J u l y 1 
St. J a m e s " 25 
St . Bar tholomew Augus t 24 
Canada ceded t o Grea t Br i t a in September - 7 
S t . Michael 
Trafa lgar (1805) '. October 21 
Hal loween •• - - " 31 
All Sa in ts D a y * November 1 
B i r t h o f P r ince of Wales (1841) " 
l e t Sunday i n A dven t " 29 
St . Andrew " 30 
Conception of Virg in M a r y * December 
St . Thomas " 
CHRISTMAS DAY " 
St. J o h n " 

T h e feas ts and anniversar ies m a r k e d w i t h a n aster isk # a r e legal hol idays i n Lower Cannda, or as now, t h e 
Province of Quebec. The only legal hol idays observed i n t h e Province of Ontar io are N e w T e a r ' s Day , Good F r iday , 
Eas te r Monday, Ash Wednesday, Queen's Bi r thday , Chr is tmas Day, and any day set apa r t by proclamat ion. 

ECLIPSBS. 
I n t h e year 1868, t he r e wi l l be t w o Eclipses of t h e S a n , a n d a Trans i t of t h e P lane t Mercury over t h e Suu 's Dix . 
I .—An A n n u l a r Eclipse of t h e SUN, Februa ry 22-23, 1868, invisible at Greenwich. Begins on t h e ea r th genera l ly , 

Feb rua ry 22, 23h. 17m., Greenwich Mean T i m e , in longi tude 7 8 » 8 ' W . , and l a t i tude 12° 54' S. Ends on t h e ea r th 
general ly Feb rua ry 23,5h. 25m. i n longi tude 8° 45' E . , a n d l a t i t u d e 17° 59' N . Invisible in Canada. 

I I . — A T o t a l Ecl ipse of t h e Sun , A u g u s t 17,1868, invisible at Greenwich. Begins on t h e ea r th genera l ly Augus t 
17,14h. 34m., Greenwich Mean Time, in longi tude 49° 35 ' E- . a n d l a t i t ude 11° 13' N . E n d s on t h e ea r th genera l ly in 
longi tnde 149°59' E. , a n d l a t i t u d e 15° 23' S. Invisiblein Canada. 

I I I . — A T r a n s i t o f Mercury o v e r t h e S u n ' s D ix , November 4th, 18&B, parity visible at Greemmah, also m Canada. 
Mercury is a Morning S ta r i n J a n u a r y ; t o w a r d s t h e e n d fo r t h e r e s t of t h e year . On t h e 17th of O c t o b e r s h e i s 

of Februa ry h e sets a b o u t 1 % h o u r a f te r t h e Sun , a n d can 
t hen be w e l l observed. H e i s infer ior conjunct ion w i t h t h e 
Sun o n t h e 8 th of March, s t a t ionary a m o n g t h e s t a r s o n 
evening of t h e 2J th . I n Apr i l h e i s a Morn ing S ta r , a n d 
is nea r J u p i t e r on t h e 13th a n d Mars o n t h e 17, a n d i s also 
a Morning S ta r i n May, a n Even ing S ta r i n J u n o , a n d w e l l 
s i tua ted f o r observat ion. I n A u g u s t h e i s a Morn ing S t a r . 
I n September a n d Octobw h e i s n o t favourab ly s i t u a t e d 
for observation, b u t i s w e l l s i tua ted fo r observation f rom 
t h e midd le t o t h e l a t t e r e n d of November, a n d in December 
aga in becomes a Morn ing Star. 

Venus is a n Even ing S ta r in J a n u a r y , F e b r u a r y , March, 
Apr i l , May, a n d w i l l be a t he r grea tes t b r i l l i ancy on J u n e 
t h e 9 th , In. J u l y she i s a n Even ing Star , a n d cont inues so 

n e a r Mercury, o n t h e 18th near Sa tu rn , a n d on t h e 28th 
n e a r J u p i t e r . 

J u p i t e r i s a n Even ing s t a r in J a n u a r y , F e b r u a r y a n d 
March, u n t i l t h e 10th ; a Morning S ta r in Apr i l , May ? and 
J u n e ; i n J u l y a n d A u g u s t h e is visible n e a r l y a l l n i g h t . 
I n Sep tomberne rises as t h e S u n sets . I n October h e is a n 
Even ing Star , a n d is ve ry favourably s i tua ted for observa
t ion, a n d cont inues a n Even ing S ta r fo r t h s res t of t h e year . 

Sa tu rn is a Morn ing S ta r i n J a n u a r y , Feb rua ry , and 
March ; i n Apr i l , May, J u n e , a n d J u l y , v is ible d u r i n g t h e 
n i g h t . I n AuguBt, September, a n d October, h e is a n 
Even ing Star , a n d on t h e end of November , t h e Sun a n d 
p l a n e t r i se nea r ly together , a n d d u r i n g t h e m o n t h of 
December he rises before t h e Sun a n d is a Morning S tar . 


